
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 4 (Part 1) 
2 Timothy 4:1-4 - Final Charges 
 
In light of all the trouble to come, Paul urges Timothy to remain resolute in his proclamation of the gospel.  That is the great 
commission of the church of Christ and that is the target of the devil’s attacks on God’s people. 
 
“In season and out of season” is an allusion to farming.  In farming, there are times when it is not harvest season.  But that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the farmer doesn’t have work or responsibility so that he can be ready when the harvest season comes. 
 

Proverbs 20:4 (NLT) - Those too lazy to plow in the right season will have no food at the harvest. 
 
Proverbs 20:4 (CSB) - The slacker does not plow during planting season; at harvest time he looks, and there is nothing. 

 
“Be ready” means to be prepared, to be on standby, ready when called upon and joined with the in/out of season language we see 
Paul calling Timothy to be prepared and ready to preach the word at all times - when it is convenient or not, when it seems easy 
or not, when there is acceptance of that message, or not.  Timothy’s charge isn’t about the hearers of the message but about his 
own readiness to proclaim. 
 
Q - how can someone “be ready”? What are some intentional steps a Christian can take to be “ready” to preach the word? 
 
Q - How would you assess your readiness to preach the word?  Where do you feel un- or underprepared? 
 
Q - What is the opposite of being ready? 
 
Reprove - to expose, convict 
 
Jesus uses this word in Matthew 18:15 when he says: “"If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to 
you, you have won your brother…”  The gospel and biblical preaching should show us our faults. 
 
Paul uses this word in Ephesians when he says: 
 

Ephesians 5:11-12 - Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is 
disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 

 
We want to let the gospel and Bible expose what is evil in our hearts and lives.  This is not easy, but critically important.  If 
the word doesn’t expose these evil things, will we just allow them to remain?! 
 

John 3:20-21 - "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be 
exposed. 21 "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought 
in God." 
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Rebuke - this word comes from the word used to measure things appropriately.  When something is measured, the true weigh or 
value is shown - there’s no denying it.  You might think you haven’t been eating too many Christmas cookies this season, but the 
scale tells the truth and essentially “rebukes” you with what is true, regardless of what one might think or feel.  God’s word 
does the same thing. 
 
Exhort - this is an important contrast to the first two charges. This word means to “call alongside” and paints a picture of 
someone calling a person over to encourage them. It’s also translated as “appeal”, “urge”, and “encourage”.  People need 
encouragement and exhortation in their walk with Christ. 
 
With Great Patience and instruction - not just patience, but great patience - and with a reminder that instruction/teaching is 
the way to proceed.  Paul has repeatedly encouraged Timothy (and us) to teach and instruct and have patience as we do. 
 
The preaching of God’s word shouldn’t be done like one would fire a machine gun - rapid firing for maximum damage.  That’s not 
the way a man or woman of God should approach the preaching of the gospel or of God’s truth.  God’s word will reprove and 
rebuke (and exhort) and it all should be done with patience and instruction. 
 
Remember Jesus taught that we must examine ourselves before we judge another.  This “others are greater than me” approach is 
important as we preach the word.  Some people respond quickly while others slowly.  Some people get things right away, others 
need additional instruction.  Our hearts should be motivated by a desire for people to know and believe and be changed by God’s 
word and not by selfish reasons like “well I told them” or “I preached truth, if they are offended, that’s their problem”.  Those 
aren’t things we hear Paul say.  Remember he would often go somewhere, get an initial reaction and then stay for a long 
duration to help people hear and understand.  (Obviously there were times he got rejected right away too - those were typically 
times he was grieved not celebratory). 
 
The ESV Study Bible notes that this list represents what all of Scripture does and echoes Paul’s previous point about all Scripture 
being profitable (cp. 2 Timothy 3:16-17). In other words, Paul is urging Timothy to communicate all of the truths of Scripture and 
not cherry-pick.  This is especially important considering what Paul says will develop later on, namely people wanting to find 
teachers that will tell them only what they want to hear (v. 3). 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4 – Ears That Want To Be Tickled & Scratched 
 
We’ve heard Paul warn about false teachers throughout his letters but now Paul writes that the deterioration of sound preaching 
will be a result of what the people want to hear.  People will not want to hear reproof, rebuke or exhortation and they will 
drift towards preaching that gives them what they want. 
 
If you have an itch, you just want to relieve the itch!  This is the imagery Paul uses about these kinds of people.  As a result of 
their desire to hear what they want to hear, they will turn away from truth and towards myths. 
 
Some people want only encouragement and some people want only rebuke.  Some people want to have someone tell them that their 
sin is not evil while other people want to hear someone say that other people’s sins are evil.  Some people want to hear certain 
Biblical topics spoken of and not others, and vice versa. (ex: a sermon series on Biblical prophecy but not biblical marriage or a 
study on finances but not evangelism, etc). 
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This is something Paul warns us about.  We need to hear him.  Desires are dangerous decision makers. 
 
A way to avoid only hearing what you want is to value and read “all of Scripture” and have an emphasis on expository bible 
study and teaching.  An expository approach is when you read the Bible to discern what it means rather than looking for what 
you want to be true in various places.  This would be demonstrated by reading entire chapters and books rather than just verses 
without a larger context.  While there is great value in “topical” studies where you look up verses on different topics and 
compare and contrast; the downside of a topical approach is lack of context.  You can find a verse to support all sorts of 
things.  But what does “all Scripture” communicate on a topic?  That’s what a good student of Scripture must aim for. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately 
handling the word of truth. 

 
What we do during these studies is we go verse by verse in chapters and books of the Bible and this makes it very hard for us to 
skip over parts of the text that will offend, be controversial or difficult for us. 
 
2 Timothy 4:5 - Sobriety 
 

Q - Why do you think Paul uses the word “sober” in this context? 
 
Paul’s final charge to Timothy is that he would preach the word. In all that Timothy is called to do - plant churches, ordain 
biblically qualified elders, watch for false teachers, teach about proper church order, fight for unity, endure hardship, and 
more - he must not move away from the primary responsibility to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In doing this he will 
“fulfill” his ministry - something Paul is about to do himself. 
 
As a Christian and as a church we need to hear Paul today.  There are many important works to be done by God’s people.  There 
are many things that need to be addressed and cared about.  But we have to keep speaking the gospel.  We have to keep measuring 
our ministry by the standard of the mission.  It’s important to periodically ask “how is this ______ helping me move the 
gospel?”  Is my life in a state that allows me to be “ready” to proclaim the gospel in every season?  What are the threats in my 
own world against the movement of God’s message? 
 
You know who asks these sorts of questions and cares about whether or not the gospel is being spoken?  Sober-minded 
people.  People who are alert and awake and aware of their surroundings and their souls.  The Lord needs more people like that. 
 
And before you think this call is for the spiritually elite, or pastors, or full-time ministry workers - Paul says to Timothy “do 
the work of an evangelist” which is different from saying “Timothy, don’t forget you have the spiritual gifting of an 
evangelist”.  Paul charges Timothy to share the good news - which is what it means to “evangelize”.  Timothy has the spirit of 
God, knows the word of God and has been touched by the love of God - that is the requirement for the work of evangelism - a 
work that is critically needed today in the neighborhood you live in and among the people you are going to interact with. 
 
These are some of the final recorded words of Paul.  Through them we see what is on his heart in these final days - telling the 
world that Jesus Christ died, Jesus Christ has been raised and that Jesus Christ is coming again - the message that changed his 
own life decades ago.  What an amazing witness. 
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